
Valentine’s Day is considered by most to be a “secular” holiday.  But Christians may 
remember that February 14 is the Saint’s Day of an early Christian martyr named Valentine.  
The tradition is that Valentine was imprisoned and executed because he defied the Emperor’s 
orders to quit marrying young people.  Married men were exempt from the Army, and the 
Emperor preferred fighters to lovers.  Valentine’s faith made him give first priority to Love, not 
War.  As we observe the day (or not) we might ponder the wisdom and beauty of that choice. 
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REFLECTING 
THE LOVE OF 
CHRIST TO THE 
WORLD

Ash Wednesday - The Beginning of Lent - Feb. 22
Ash Wednesday is the entry point 
for Lenten preparation. It is a 
service rich in ritual and 
symbolism. Palms waved at the 
previous year’s Palm Sunday 
service are saved and burned to 
create ashes for the next Ash 
Wednesday. Participants on Ash 
Wednesday come forward for a 
minister or elder to mark their 
foreheads with the sign of the 
cross in ashes, saying the words, 
“You are dust, and to dust you 
shall return,” from Genesis 3:19. 
With these words, disciples are 

reminded of their mortality and, 
when combined with the sign of 
the cross, they are also reminded 
of the hope of the resurrection.

Christians do not receive the sign 
of the cross to attract attention or 
to be noticed by others; they 
receive the sign of the cross to 
focus on who they are as human 
beings, bound in death and life to 
Christ. Ash Wednesday and the 
season of Lent provide time to 
explore the mystery at the heart of 

the gospel that being a Christian 
means a new life through Christ.

inside this issue
Christian Education/ Fellowship	 2
Friends and Family	 3
Annual Meeting notes	 4
Calendar for Feb.	 5



Lent at PhiloPres

40 Days (+ Sundays) to 
bring us closer to Christ

Ash Wednesday
A short service of dedication and 
prayer, including the imposition of 
ashes, will be held Wednesday, Feb. 
22 in the Sanctuary.  

Lenten Soup Suppers
Begins Ash Wednesday.  Come share 
a light meal, fellowship and prayer on 
each Wednesday during Lent.  
Everyone is welcome!

Prayer in Action
Lent is the perfect time to refresh your 
prayer life!  Writing to God - 40 Days 
of Praying with My Pen by R. 
Hackenberg is a great guide.  Pastor 
Cindy has several copies.  Get yours 
today!

Stories of our Lives
What’s your story?  Lent gives us time 
to consider what God is doing in our 
lives.  We’ll be sharing some of these 
stories in worship during Lent. 

Holy Week Services
We’ll observe 
Palm Sunday (April 1)
Holy Thursday (Apr. 5)
Good Friday (CUPS service)
and EASTER! at Sunrise (CUPS) 
	 Easter Brunch (9 am)
	 Worship (10 am)

Hosting Lay Preachers

On Feb. 11 (Saturday) 
Ruling Elders who preach 
in small churches will 
meet to get some help 
preparing sermons.  We’ll 
make them feel welcome 
and serve them a light 
lunch.  

Wednesday After School
We’ve been blessed with about 

a dozen kids in grades 1-6 who 
come to PhiloPres after school on 
Wednesdays for learning, games, 
fellowship and a snack.  

Adult leaders Terry Pratt, 
Michael Trout, Andrew Lauchner, 
Jeff Lauchner and Pastor Cindy 
enjoy the lively group of students. 

Our lesson plans are co-
ordinated with the Sunday School 
curriculum, so in January we’ve 
learned about Samuel’s call and the 
call to the first disciples.  The kids 
have made tabletop “prayer 
gardens”, learned an action poem 
about Jesus and the fishermen,  and 
played several spirited rounds of Go 
Fish!  

If you’d like to get involved, by 
sharing a Wednesday or two, or 
providing snacks, or just praying for 
these youngsters, please let Pastor 
Cindy or Mary Simon know of your 
interest.  

Fellowship Team 
Looking for 

a Few Good Hosts!

Wasn’t the soup supper after our 
congregational meeting fun?  And 
the table was spread with all kinds 
of goodies!  We thank Janice and 
Frank Moore and Don and Betty 
Rice for hosting the event and 
making the soup!  

Would YOUR family be willing 
to host a get-together for the 
congregation during 2012?  

In the recent past we’ve had 
picnics in the park, cookies and 
punch after worship, a bowling 
night, and a caroling party 
connected to Hanging of the 
Greens.  The possibilities are 
endless, but the work needn’t be 
overwhelming.  

If you’d be willing to organize 
an event for us, please contact 
Pastor Cindy.  There will also be a 
sign up sheet available at church.  

Let’s get together!  

Wednesday After School 
Sunday School is off to a 
great start! 



Friends and Family

Please let us know 
YOUR news so we can 
pray for you!
In and Out of the Hospital
Laura Aull Johnston 
(former pastor of 
PhiloPres) had hip 
replacement surgery Jan. 
23 and is recuperating at 
home.
Virginia Lovingfoss is at 
MeadowBrook after a 
recent, brief 
hospitalization.
Sebastian Major is back 
in St. Louis for more 
chemo and treatment.  
Congratulations 
to Scott and Jeanne 
Martin, whose newest 
granddaughter was born 
in Colorado Jan. 
to Pastor Cindy, 
celebrating 30 years of 
ordination (and 12 years 
at Philo Pres!)

Making a Difference in Small Church Sunday Schools
How do Presbyterians help each other?  One way is by sharing 

opportunities and resources with events such as the Sunday School 
Workshop Philo Pres. hosted in January.  Sunday School leaders from 
5 area churches attended the workshop, led by Presbytery’s Christian 
Education consultants.   We learned, we exchanged ideas, and we 
were energized for our ministries to God’s children in our churches.

Champaign Church offers short term mission trip
In the spirit of shared ministry and mission, First Presbyterian 

of Champaign invites anyone interested a chance to participate 
in their “Mission Possible” trip this spring.  The group of 25-30 
adults will go to a Presbyterian Camp or Conference Center 
within one day’s drive of C/U to do light construction and 
maintenance of facilities.  The adventure lasts one week.  Gene 
Morgan, one of the leaders, writes, “The majority of our 
members are retired but we have a few that use vacation time to 
go on these mission trips. We spend a full week at the camp, 
arriving on a Sunday afternoon and leaving the following 
Saturday morning. We will work approximately 8 hours per day 
except one day we will take off to tour the area and see the 
local attraction.”

For more information, contact: 
Gene Morgan, 217/352-0936,  morgan.gene@sbcglobal.net 

or Denny Hutton, dshutton@sbcglobal.net
                            

            

Blood Drive Thanks

Community Blood 
Services thanked us for 
hosting a blood drive in 
January.  Nine people 
(six members and 
friends of Philo Pres) 
came by to give.  Thank 
you to Jeff, Jan, Terry, 
Sean, Caleb, Cindy and 
Deborah. 

mailto:morgan.gene@sbcglobal.net
mailto:morgan.gene@sbcglobal.net


Extra! Extra!

Afternoon Circle
This group meets Feb. 13th for 
Bible Study and fellowship, 1 
pm. at the Church.  
In 2011 they hosted several 
events for Synod, and as a 
result raised enough money to 

give generously 
to Heifer 
International (a 
water buffalo, 
two flocks of 

poultry, and a goat) as well as 
gifts to the Kemmerer Village 
(PCUSA children’s home in 
Assumption, IL), and a friend 
of the church who needed help 
with medical bills.  Great job, 
Ladies!  You are wonderful 
examples of stewardship.  You 
multiply your talents for the 
Master!  

Presbytery Office has 
Moved
The new address is 132 S. Water 
St., Suite 352, Decatur, Illinois 
62523. All other contact 
information will stay the same.                  
Phone:  1-217-423-1396

1-800-456-7734 (Illinois residents 
only)

Congregational Meeting Notes
New Officers for 2012 

Teri Patton and 
Linda Friedemann 
were elected to be 
ruling elders.  Both 
will undergo 
training and be 

ordained and installed on Feb. 19th.
“Elders” make up 
the Session in all 
Presby. churches.  
The Session is 
responsible for the 
spiritual growth and 

well being of the congregation and 
its ministry.

Lou Shepherd was elected to 
serve another term as Deacon.  The 
deacons are charged with our 
mission giving and congregational 
care. 

  Please keep ALL our leaders in 
your prayers!

Session Report
Session reported that our 

congregation now has 111 active 
members.  During the year we lost 
two members to death, and two 
more transferred their membership 
to another Presbyterian church.  We 
gained eight members:  three by 

reaffirmation of faith, four by 
profession of faith and baptism, and 
one by confirmation of baptismal 
promises. 

Financial Report
Treasurer Don Rice shared the 

figures for 2011, the budget for 
2012 and discussed the financial 
implications of renting the farm 
house and the next-door-to-the-
church house.  

Expenses for church 
programming are expected to be 
around $105,000 for 2012.

Congregational giving and farm 
income both provided significant 
resources for church expenses in 
2011.   We are truly blessed to have 
both these sources of income for our 
programs and mission.

Deacon’s Report
The Deacons provided a 

complete list of the recipients of the 
Deacon’s fund last year.  Individuals 
in the community, area agencies 
which serve the needy and even a 
few international groups addressing 
the needs of the poorest of the poor 
received almost $5000 from our 
congregation’s Deacon’s Fund.  The 
complete list is in the annual report.

Church 

Officers

for 2012

Elders
Barbara Burlew
Linda Friedemann
Teri Patton
Fay Rouseff-Baker
Mary Simon 
Jim Evans, Clerk

Sunday School Supt.
Mary Simon

Deacons
Marlene Evans
Betty Lauchner
Terry Pratt
Lou Shepherd
Jan Siders

Treasurer 
Don Rice

Financial Secretary
Janice Moore

Trustees
Larry Adelsberger
AJ Bailey
Bob Lauchner
Marshall Klein
Dirk Rice

Pastor
Cindy Shepherd



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

1
Wednesday 
After School 
Sunday 
School, 3-5

2 3 4

5
Christian Ed. 
9
Worship and 
Holy 
Communion, 
10
Souper Bowl 
of Caring

6 7 
Coffee & 
Conversation 
9
Choir 
Rehearsal, 
6:30

8
WASSS, 
3-4:30

9
St. Olaf 
Choir at 
Foellinger 
Auditorium

10 11
SOLT Elders 
Preaching 
Workshop, 
9-3

12
CE, 9
Worship, 10
Officer’s 
Training, 11-2

PTYG

13
Afternoon 
Circle, 1 

14
Coffee & 
Conversation 
9
Choir 
Rehearsal, 
6:30

15
WASSS, 
3-4:30

16
Presbytery 
Meeting, 
10-4
Effingham

17 18

19
CE, 9
Worship
Ordination 
and 
Installation, 
10
Prairie View, 
2

20
Newsletter 
Articles for 
March are 
due today

21
Coffee & 
Conversation 
9
Choir 
Rehearsal, 
6:30

22 Ash 
Wednesday
WASSS, 
3-4:30

Soup Supper, 
6
Imposition of 
Ashes, 7

23 24 25

26
First Sunday 
in Lent
CE, 9
Worship, 10

PTYG

27 28
Coffee & 
Conversation 
9
Choir 
Rehearsal, 
6:30

29
Leap Year 
Day! 
WASSS, 
3-4:30
Soup Supper, 
6

February ‘12
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PTYG Activities 
In honor of Martin Luther 

King Day, PTYG prepared and 
delivered a meal of baked 
spaghetti and cookies to the 
TIMES Center in Champaign.  

The group also continues 
planning for a summer mission 
trip to a location yet to be 
determined.   		

Their meetings in February 
are scheduled for the 12th and 
the 26th.  

All high school people are 
invited to join the learning, fun 
and fellowship of this welcoming 
group, which we sponsor along 
with Tolono Presbyterians.  Ask 
Mary Simon for details.  

PHILO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
105 E JEFFERSON STREET
PHILO, ILLINOIS   61864

Souper Bowl of 

Caring

The Souper Bowl of Caring is an initiative started by Presbyterian 

Youth in South Carolina in 1990.  The idea is simple - collect 

money and canned goods at church on Super Bowl Sunday, then 

send everything collected to local food pantries.  Since then over 

$70 million has gone to help feed the needy in communities all 

around the country.  Will you help this year on Feb. 5th?


